
C
h

lam
yd

ia
Infects 3 m

illion per yr.

G
o

n
o

rrh
ea

Infects 718,000 per yr.

S
yp

h
ilis

Infects 31,000 per yr.

H
u

m
an

 
P

ap
illo

m
a V

iru
s 

(H
P

V
- genital w

arts)
Infects 6.2 m

illion per yr.

H
erpes S

im
plex 2 

Infects 1.6 m
illion per yr.

H
IV

/A
ID

S
Infects 40,000 per yr.

S
T

D
Transm
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S

ym
ptom

s
P

ossible O
utcom

es
Treatm

ent
B

acterial S
T

D
's: C

u
rab

le, b
u

t can
 lead

 to
 lo

n
g

-term
 h

ealth
 co

n
seq

u
en

ces in
clu

d
in

g
 sterility an

d
 d

eath
.

B
ody F

luid

W
o

m
en

: painful urination, abnorm
al

vaginal discharge, fever, abdom
inal pain,

vaginal bleeding, severe abdom
inal pain.

M
en

:
painful urination, abnorm

al dis-
charge from

 penis.  75%
 of w

om
en and

50%
 of m

en show
 no sym

ptom
s.

W
o

m
en

: tubal pregnancies, infertility and
P

elvic Inflam
atory D

isease (P
ID

).
M

en
:

Inflam
m

ation of m
ale organs w

hich
can lead to sterility.

C
hlam

ydia is treated w
ith antibiotics.

S
urgery m

ay be needed if P
ID

 has
developed. Infertility is often perm

anent.

B
ody F

luid

W
o

m
en

: painful urination, abnorm
al

vaginal discharge, fever, abdom
inal pain,

vaginal bleeding, severe abdom
inal pain.

M
en

:
painful urination, abnorm

al dis-
charge from

 penis. S
om

e m
en and

w
om

en show
 no sym

ptom
s.

W
o

m
en

: tubal pregnancies, infertility and
P

elvic Inflam
atory D

isease (P
ID

).
M

en
:

dam
age to urinary tract, sterility,

joint infection, septic arthritis.

G
onorrhea is treated w

ith antibiotics.
S

urgery m
ay be needed if P

ID
 has

developed. Infertility is often perm
anent.

S
om

e strains are resistant to antibiotics.

S
kin-to-S

kin
C

ontact

S
tage 1: painless sores that m

ay last 3-6
w

eeks and dissapear.   S
tage 2: low

grade fever, sore throat, rashes, m
uscle

pain.  S
tage 3: causes severe and irre-

versable dam
age to the body.

S
evere dam

age to the brain, body
organs and  heart, paralysis, insanity,
lung and liver tum

ors, and death.

S
yphilis is treated w

ith antibiotics.
H

ow
ever, dam

age caused by this dis-
ease in the later stages cannot be
undone and m

ay result in death.

Pelvic Inflam
m

atory D
isease (PID

): This is not an STD
 but a condition that can result w

hen a w
om

an has had an STD
. Possible outcom

es include chronic pelvic pain, tubal pregnancy, hystorectom
y and infertility. 

V
iral S

T
D

's: In
cu

rab
le, 1 in

 4 A
m

erican
s ag

es 15-55 are in
fected

 w
ith

 a viral S
T

D
 (65 m

illio
n

 p
eo

p
le).

S
kin-to-S

kin
C

ontact

A
bout 98%

 of H
P

V
 infections are not vis-

ible and have no sym
ptom

s. H
ow

ever, a
few

 strains of H
P

V
 cause genital w

arts.
T

hese usually appear as gray w
art

grow
ths on the vagina, penis, urethra,

cervix, throat or anus.

C
ancer of the cervix, vulva, penis, 

vagina, throat or anus. W
arts m

ay 
reappear for a lifetim

e. B
ody m

ay 
naturally clear infection after 1 – 2 years.   

T
here is no m

edical cure for H
P

V.
T

he m
ost com

m
on treatm

ents for genital
w

arts are: R
em

oval by surgery, laser,
freezing, or acid. C

ondom
s provide little,

if any protection against H
P

V.

S
kin-to-S

kin
C

ontact

W
o

m
en

:
S

tinging, itching blisters and
sores in genital area, fever, headaches,
painful urination, vaginal discharge.
M

en
:

S
tinging, itching blisters or sores 

on penis, fever, headaches, painful 
urination.

H
erpes can be spread even w

hen you
have no sores. O

utbreaks occur though-
out lifetim

e especially during very stress-
ful tim

es. T
he em

otional im
pact is often

severe. 50%
 infected don't know

 it and
could infect others.                                   

T
here is no m

edical cure for H
erpes.

A
ntiviral drugs can reduce the num

ber
and duration of outbreaks, although it w

ill
never rid the body of the virus.
C

ondom
s provide very little protection

against H
erpes.

B
ody F

luid

T
here m

ay be no sym
ptom

s for 10 yrs.
or m

ore. W
hen sym

ptom
s appear they

include: w
eight loss, chronic diarrhea,

w
hite spots in the m

outh (thrush), fever,
tiredness, severe or reacurring vaginal
infections, purplish grow

ths on skin…

H
IV, w

hich destroys the im
m

une system
,

leads to acquired im
m

une dificiency syn-
drom

e (A
ID

S
). T

his disease w
ill alw

ays
result in death.

T
here is no m

edical cure for H
IV.

T
here are som

e experim
ental drugs that

are given to patients w
ith A

ID
S

 to help
prolong life, but these are not cures.

S
T

D
Transm

ission
S

ym
ptom

s
P

ossible O
utcom

es
Treatm

ent

• O
ral sex, anal sex and intim

ate touching are all form
s of sexual activity and can transm

it infection just as w
ith vaginal/penile intercourse.

• T
here are 18.9 m

illion new
 S

T
D

 infections per year (52,000 per day)  – 9 m
illion in those under 25 years old (25,000 per day)

• A
pproxim

ately 97%
 of all pre-cancer and cancer of the cervix cases are caused by H

P
V

  –  20%
 of all A

m
ericans over the age of 12 are infected w

ith H
erpes 2

S
ource inform

ation: C
enters for D

isease C
ontrol, O

hio D
epartm

ent of H
ealth, M

edical Institute of S
exual H

ealth, and N
ational Institutes of H

ealth
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